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What is a Community Health Assessment? 

Both a process and a product…. 

• Gathers and interprets data for deep 

understanding, 

• Uses results to improve health status, 

• Creates a community health profile 

and a community improvement plan.  
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PROCESS… 

• Engaging people & committees  

• Clarifying roles of community 

partners 

• Gathering published data  

• Summarizing, interpreting & 

presenting data 

• Identifying strengths & 

resources 

• Conducting interviews, focus 

groups, surveys 

• Creating & facilitating work 

groups 

• Using assessment results to 

mobilize the community 

• Using profile results to monitor 

health status 

…The strategies 

and activities 

undertaken to 

create a 

community health 

profile and a 

health 

improvement plan. 
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Resource Models 

• MAPP 

– NACCHO and CDC 

• Hometown Health 

– IDPH and ISU Extension 

• CHANGE 

– CDC 
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PRODUCT… Community Health Profile: 

 

• A narrative description of the 

community, 

• Community strengths & 

challenges, 

• Health status data, 

• Community input, 

• Community resources, 

services, coalitions & 

systems, and 

• Interpretation of data 

presented.  

…The information 

that the 

community needs 

to deliberate  and 

set health 

improvement 

priorities. 

 

…The health 

improvement plan. 
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Community Profile 
 

• Executive Summary 

• Introduction 

• Community Description 

• Community Assets & Wellness 

• Community Health Status 

• Interpretation of Information 

• Health Related Services 

• Health Disparities 

• Summary of Profile Highlights and 

Overall Interpretation 

 

 

Key Components 
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Community Description 

• Geographic description 

– Location, size, population, land use. 

• Population description 

– Population counts, gender, age, race & ethnicity, 
income, poverty, education, employment and 
industry,  

• Community assets & wellness 

– Physical (parks, bike &walking lanes, rec. areas. 

– Social (theaters, clubs churches, libraries) 

– Regulatory (policies and laws- clean air law) 

– Individual (artists, living treasures, leaders. 

– Cultural/historical (historic sites, celebrations, etc) 

• Interpretation 
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Community Health 

• Maternal Child Health Indicators 

– Births, births by age, low birth weight, births to teens, 

births to single mothers. 

• Mortality 

– Total deaths, death rate, deaths by gender, deaths by 

age group, deaths by race/ethnicity 

• Leading causes of death 

– Ranking deaths by percentages shows burden 
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Community Health 

• Chronic Disease Indicators 

– Years of potential life lost 

– Heart disease and factors, Cancer, Stroke, COPD, Diabetes, 

Arthritis, Asthma, Disability, Oral health 

• Infectious Disease Indicators 

– Leading causes (influenza, Pneumonia, Food borne illness, 

hepatitis, Pertussis, Tuberculosis, STDs, HIV/AIDS 

• Environmental Health Indicators 

– Safe streets, food safety, water quality, air quality, Lead 
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Community Health 

• Injury, Violence, Substance Abuse 

– Violent deaths,  Abuse/Neglect or Violence, Unintended 

injury, Substance Abuse,  

• Risk & Resiliency Indicators 

– Youth risk and resiliency survey (YRRS) and BRFSS for 

adults 

 

• INTERPRETATION 
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Health Services, Resources 

• What services exist for whom 

 

• What influences access to services 

for different groups 

– Is there an adequate supply of services for all the population? 

– What financial, organizational, social barriers limit people’s 

use of current services? 

– Are the available services relevant and effective for the 

population? 

– Who utilizes existing services? 
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Health Disparities 

– Health Disparity is the differences in incidence, 

prevalence, mortality and burden of diseases and 

other adverse health conditions between specific 

population groups; expressed as a ratio 

 

– Impact of disparities on overall community health. 
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So, what  
does a profile look like?  
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So, where do I get data? 
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Data Resources 

• MAPP 

– http://mapp.naccho.org/FullTextIntroduction.asp  

• National Health Interview Survey 

– www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/heart.htm  

• Hospital Inpatient Discharge Data 

– From local hospital association or state 

• Census Data 

– http://factfinder.census.gov  

• Public Lands and Recreation 

– www.publiclands.org  
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www.Healthy SD.gov/ 
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Data Resources 
http://doh.sd.gov/ 
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USING HEALTH DATA  
TO SET PRIORITIES 

Priorities 
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PRIORITY DISCUSSION 
Questions: 
 

1. What did you see in this data that engaged 
you? 

2. What information resonates with you or 
supports something you believe? 

3. What data is most important to what we are 
trying to do in our community? 

4. What other information do we need to gather? 
5. Given this data and our deliberations what 

priorities should we choose? 
6. What are our next steps? 
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http://www.doh.state.fl.us/planning_eval/CHAI/Resources/
FieldGuide/1MAPPIntroduction/MatrixCHAmodels.pdf  

http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/
http://www.thetomorrowplan.com/
http://www.doh.state.fl.us/planning_eval/CHAI/Resources/FieldGuide/1MAPPIntroduction/MatrixCHAmodels.pdf
http://www.doh.state.fl.us/planning_eval/CHAI/Resources/FieldGuide/1MAPPIntroduction/MatrixCHAmodels.pdf


Questions? 
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